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Memoirs of the emperor Jahangir. 

This exceedingly valuable Ms. ; dated Haydarabad, Dul-hijjah, A.H. 1020 
(A.D. 1611) l.e. the sixth year of Jahangir's reign, is the oldest extant copy of the 
earliest version of the emperor's Memoirs - the version he wrote in the third year of his 
reign as a sketeh whieh afterwards was to be ampliSed into a more eomplete work. 

There are two well-known texts of Jahangir's Memoirs, whieh, though 
differing from eaeh other, are more or less based on the present work. One of them, 
unanimously admitted to have been wntten by the emperor himself, covers the penod 
from his aeeession to the seventeenth year of his reign. It was eontinued under his 
supenrision by Mu'tamad Khan to the beginning of the nineteenth year. Subsequently, 
during the time of Muhammad Shah (A.H. 1131 - 1161 = A.D. 1719 - 1743), lt was 
re-edited by Muhammad Hadi, who brought down the history to the end of the reign, 
and added an introduetion eontaining the history of Jahangir from his birth to his 
aeeession. The whole of this work was published by Sa^d Ahmad, under the title of 
Tuzuk-e Jahangin" (Aligarh, 1864). 

Another lssue of the authentie text ? whieh brings down the narrathre to the 
end of the twelfth year of the reign, is notieed in Rieu, i ? p.253. In the annals of the 
thirteenth year (printed edition, p.289) lt is said that when the Memoirs of the Erst 
twelve years had been eompleted, and a fair copy transenbed, Jahangir ordered them to 
be bound, and eopies to be distributed to the officers of his dominions. The first copy 
was presented to Shah Jahan:- 

Attention was Ĕrst ealled to this part of the Jahangir Namah by James 
Anderson, who translated and published some extracts from lt in the Asiatie Miscellany 
(vol.ii ? pp. 171 and 172), Galeutta, 1786, and other portions were subsequently given by 
Francis Gladwin in his History of Hindustan, vol. i, p.96 ff 

The present work was written by Jahangir in the third year of his reign. 



AEter a short preface, devoted to the praise of God and the Prophet, the 
royal author begins the history with the date of his aeeession to the throne, Thursday ? 
the Sth of Jumada I, A.H. 1014 = A.D. 1605. The work is very largely devoted to the 
rebellion of Khusrau; but references to Akbar are not infrequent. AEter the aeeount of 
Khusrau's impnsonment and his mother's death, the king praises Keshu for his diligent 
and loyal services, and then the narrative suddenly eloses with mention of the praetiee of 
Akbar and his oESeers of diseharging guns on the first day of every month. 

The title prefixed to this notiee appears in a note on the title-page of the Ms., 
written by Prinee Muhammad Sultan (d. A.H. 1087 = A.D. 1676), the eldest son of 
Aurangzeb. The prinee says that this book, ealled Jahangir Namah, eomposed by the 
emperor himself, was seized from the library of Qutb ul-Mulk at Hydrabad. The note 
runs thus:- 

The note is testified to by a seal of the prinee, dated A.H. 1067 (A.D.1656). 
The prinee, then, must have taken possession of this valuable Ms. in the 29th year of 
Shah Jahan's reign, when he took and plundered Goleonda. The same title is also given 
in the illuminated head-pieee. 

The Ms. is written in minute Nastaliq, within gold-ruled borders, with an 
illuminated head-pieee and a double-page Aoral 'Unwan. 

Some folios towards the end are misplaeed: the right order seems to be foll. 
112, 117, 113-116, 118-119. The eateh-words of these folios are wanting. 
Foll.56-119 are plaeed in new margins. There are several 'Ard-didahs on the last page, 
one ofwhichis dated A.H. 1068. 
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